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The Caſe is Alter d. 
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HODGE held a farm, and ſmil'd content, 
While one year paid another's rent; 
But. if be ran the leaſt behind, 
Vexation ſtung his anxious mind. 
Poor man | his Landlord's cows and fleeds 
Broke Hodges fence, and cropt his meads. 
In hunting, that ſame Landlord's hounds 
See, how they ſpread his new-ſown grounds | 
Dog, horſe, and man, alike oferjoy'd, ; 
While half the riſing crop's deſtroy'd : 
Yet tamely was the loſs ſuſtain'd; 
Tis ſaid the ſuff*rer once complain'd ; 
The Squire laugh'd loudly while he ſpoke, 
And paid the bumpkin with a joke. 
But lucklefs ſtill poor Hodge's fate, 
His Worſhij 's Bull had forc'd a gate, 
And gor'd his Cow, the laſt and beſt; 
(By fickneſs he had loſt the reſt) 
Hodge felt at heart reſentment ſtrong, 
ws be heart will feel that ſuffers long) 
oor Hodge unto the 'Squire goes, 

And after many ſcrapes and bows, 
0 I'm come, an't pleaſe you, to unfold 
©* What ſoon or late you muſt be told: 
% My Bull (a creature tame til now) 
„% My Bull has gor'd your Worſbip's Cow; 
« Tis known what ſhifts I make to live; 
* Perhaps, your Honour may forgive!“ 
« Forgive! (the Squire then rav'd and tore) 


Pray cant to me FORGIVE no more; 


„The law my damage ſhall decide; 
% And know that Ill be ſatisfy'd.“ 
„Think, Zir, I'm poor, poor as a rat.” 


Think I'm a Juſtice! think of that.” 


Hodge bow'd again, and ſcratch'd his head; 

And, recolleQing, archly ſaid, | 

« Zir, I'm ſo ſtruck when here before ye, 

© I fear I've blunder'd in my ſtory; | 

« *Fore George! I will not blunder now, 

„% YoUuRs was the Bull, Zir, MIN E the Cow." 

His Worſhip found his rage ſubſide, 

And with calm accent thus reply*d : 

« Je think upon your caſe to-night ; 

© Bat I perceive 'tis altered quite.“ 

Hodge ſhrug'd, and made another bow: 

1% An't pleaſe you, who's the JusT1CEz now?“ 
REFLECTION. 


On the ſame Caſe, what diff · rent lights are thrown, 


When thought anothers, and when 


thought our own! 


